CHAPTER    II
The Rise and Decline of the Muslim Civilization
(610-1517)
THE ARID climate of the Arabian Peninsula had caused its
level of civilization to remain well below that reached in the
Fertile Crescent, except for the Yemen with its monsoon
rains, "where the legend of the Queen of Sheba and archaeological
evidence combine to indicate a more advanced culture founded on
the profits of seafaring in the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. The
greater part of the Peninsula, however, was suitable only for the
nomad tribes whose livelihood depended on the rearing of camels
and small cattle, and whose characteristic social trait was the raiding
of other tribes for plunder, for prestige, and in the pursuit of
traditional feuds, and the celebration of these raids in heroic lays
handed down from generation to generation.    Such nomads,
speaking a family of languages that has been termed Semitic, had
from the beginnings of the Agricultural Civilization pressed upon
the inner margins of the Fertile Crescent and at intervals broken
in to pillage the cultivated lands and sometimes settled there. It was
one such wave of invaders that brought the Hebrews into Palestine
soon after 1400 B.C. Later, Arabic-speaking peoples had begun to
appear in North Arabia, among the first of them the Naba-
taeans who from about 300 B.C. were settled in Southern Trans-
jordan round their stronghold of Petra, and lived by agriculture
based on highly-developed water-conservation and by the tolls
they exacted from the profitable trade in incense and other luxuries
that came up by caravan through their territories on their way from
Southern Arabia to the Mediterranean coast and Syria. Early in the
Christian era other Arab tribes had succeeded them, and in the
sixth century the Beni Ghassan were enlisted by the Byzantine
Emperors to protect the desert borders of Syria and Transjordan
against the Persians and their Arab allies.
The land-route from Southern Arabia up through "Western